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SUBJECT: LEBANESE SITUATION 

SUMMARY: TAQLA IS DISCOURGED, SEES NO SOLUTION. THINKING 
OF RESIGNING. I TRY TO BUCK HIM UP. HE IS THINKING OF 
FRANGIE'S RESIGNATION. END SUMMARY. 

1. CALLED OCTOBER 21 ON FOREIGN MINISTER TAQLA IN THE 
MINISTRY OF EDUCATION. THE RECEPTION WASRATHER SHOCKING. 

IN THAT IN THE OUTER OFFICE WERE SHIRT-SLEEVED CIVILIAN BODY- 
GUARDS WITH AK-47'S AND IN THE INNER OFFICE ALL HE COULD 
OFFER ME WAS A TRUKISH COFFEE OUT OF A THERMOS. HE 
APOLOGIZED FOR THE SURROUNDINGS, SAYING NO ONE HAD BEEN 
IN THE FOREIGN OFFICE FOR WEEKS. MY PRINCIPAL PURPOSE WAS 
TO INQUIRE RE THE CAIRO MEETINGS. TAQLA DISMISSED THESE 

WITH A WAVE OF THE HAND, SAYING THAT OF COURSE THEY PRODUCED 
NOTHING EXCEPT THAT HE HAD SUCCEEDED IN KEEPING A COMPOSITE 
ARAB MILITARY FORCE OUT OF THE LEBANON, WHICH WOULD 
HAVE BEEN A DISASTER FROM BOTH THE LEBANESE AS WELL 
AS THE REGIONAL POINT OF VIEW. 

2. TAQLA THEN WENT ON TO ASK MY STRICKTLY PERSONAL VIEW 
ON WHAT HE SHOULD DO AND WHAT COULD BE DONE. HE SAID 
HE SAW NO SOLUTION TO THE CURRENT PROBLEM AND KEPT WON- 
DERING, AS DID THE PRIME MINISTER, WHETHER ANOTHER TEAM 
COULD NOT DO BETTER. I MADE THE FOLLOWING POINTS: 
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THE PRESENT GOVERNMENT, WHILE FAR FROM PERFECT, MUST NEVER- 
THELESS CONTINUE IN OFFICE. 

B. HE AND THE PRIME MINISTER SHOULD GIVE UP ANY THOUGHT OF 
RESIGNING. 

C. THE DIALOGUE OF 20 AND THE SUBCOMMITTEES ON POLI- 
TICAL, ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS SHOULD CONTINUE TO MEET 
REGULARLY, EVEN IF MEETINGS WERE PRO-FORMA, IN THE HOPE 
THAT SOMETIME A BREAKTHROUGH MIGHT OCCUR. 

D. AGREEMENTS SHOULD BE REACHED BETWEEN THE CHRISTIANS 
AND MOSLEMS RECOGNIZING DEMOGRAPHIC CHANGES OVER PAST 30 
YEARS AND ECONOMIC/SOCIAL EVOLUTION THROUGHOUT THE WORLD. 

3. TAQLA SAID HE AGREED WITH ALL THE FOREGOING AND ASKED HOW 
AND WITH WHOM COULD PEOPLE NEGOTIATE. TOLD HIM THIS 

WAS A VALID QUESTION BUT I THOUGHT WITHIN THE CURRENT 
FRAMEWORK OF THE COMMITTEE OF 20 CONSIDERABLE ACTION 
COULD BE INITIATED. 

4. TAQLA EXPRESSED HIS DISCOURAGEMENT WITH THE CURRENT GOVT 
WHICH HE SAID WAS TOTALLY INCAPABLE OF DOING ANYTHING 
OTHER THAN SITTING BY HELPLESSLY WATCHING THE KILLING 

AND DESTRUCTION OF THE COUNTRY. CHAMOUN AND FR ANGIE 
SIDED OVERTLY AND WHOLEHEARTEDLY WITH THE KHATAYEB, 
WHEREAS KARAME LEANT TOWARD THE ADVERSARIES OF THE 
KHATAYEB AND HE, TAQLA, AND GHASSEN TUENI LEANT TOWARD 
KARAME. 

5. TAQLA THEN INQUIRED WHETHER I SAW ANY FUTURE IN A 
MILITARY TAKEOVER. I HIT AT THIS ONE RATHER VIGOROUSLY, 
EXPRESSING THE VIEW THAT THIS COULD ONLY RESULT IN ALL- 
OUT REVOLUTION, AND I ASSUMED THAT TAKEOVER WOULD BE 
UNDER FRANGIE'S AUSPICES. TAQLA THEN ASKED ME IN ALL 
SERIOUSNESS WHETHER I THOUGHT THE PRESIDENT SHOULD 
RESIGN. I TRIED TO WAFFLE BUT HE PRESSED ME FOR A 
PERSONAL OPINION AS AN OLD FRIEND. I THEN SAID I 
THOUGHT AN IMPROMPTU RESIGNATION WOULD BE A DISASTER, 

FOR IT WOULD LEAVE THE COUNTRY LEADERLESS. IF SUCH 
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ACTION WERE CONTEMPLATED IT WOULD HAVE TO BE CAREFULLY 
PLANNED WITH SOME ABLE PERSON IN THE WINGS READY TO 
TAKE OVER IMMEDIATELY. TAQLA ASSUMED, AND I AGREED, 

THAT THEREFORE THE PRESIDENT WOULD HAVE TO BE COMPLETELY 
WILLING. 

6. TAQLA RATHER PITIFULLY SOUGHT OUR ASSISTANCE. I 

ASKED HIM IN WHAT DOMAIN, FOR I ASSUMED HE WAS NOT THINKING 
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OF A MILITARY INTERVENTION. HE AGREED BUT SAID HE COULD 
NOT COME UP WITH ANY SUGGESTION AND AGAIN PASSED THE BUCK 
TO ME. TOLD HIM WITHOUT SPECIFICS WE WERE STUDYING MATTER 
WITH ARABS AND OTHER FRIENDS OF THE LEBANON. I HAD ALSO 
SPOKEN PRIVATELY TO A CATHOLIC FRIEND REGARDING INTERVENTION 
BY THE VATICAN WITH THE MARONITE FAR RIGHT. TAQLA DID NOT 
AGAIN INQUIRE ABOUT THE SOVIET UNION AND I OBVIOUSLY MADE 
NO REFERENCE TO SYRIA. I DID. HOWEVER, ASK TAQLA WHAT HE 
THOUGHT OF SADAT'S ATTACKS ON SYRIA FOR ALLEGEDLY MEDDLING 
IN LEBANESE MATTERS. HE REGRETTED THEM AND OPINED THAT IF 
SADAT WAS MORE MEASURED IN DISCUSSING THIS MATTER IT MIGHT 
BE HELPFUL. HE THEN ASKED ME RE ISRAEL AND WHETHER I 
THOUGHT GOI WAS SUPPORTING THE PHALANGE. I SAID I DID 
NOT THINK SO FOR I WAS CONVINCED THAT ALTHOUGH ISRAEL 
FAVORED THE CHRISTIANS OVER MOSLEMS, THEY NEVERTHELESS 
WERE CONVINCED THAT A STRONG LEBANON WAS TO THEIR 
ADVANTAGE. I ASKED TAQLA RE STORIES THAT KHATAYEB 
MIGHT BE DRAGGING OUT CIVIL STRIFE SO THAT IT WOULD 
REACH A POINT WHERE THERE MIGHT BE FORIEGN 
(UN) INTERVENTION AND/OR PARTITION. TAQLA SAID HE 
HAD OF COURSE HEARD SUCH VIEWS BUT CONSIDERED THEM 
THE HEIGHT OF FOLLY. 

7. IN CONCLUDING TOLD TAQLA I WAS CERTAIN SECRETARY 
WOULD BE INTERESTED IN ANY SUGGESTIONS HE MIGHT PUT 
FORWARD. TAQLA THANKED ME SADLY, SHAKING HIS HEAD AND 
SAID HE COULD THINK OF NONE. 

8. REGRET LENGTH FOREGOING BUT BELIEVE IT GIVES A FAIRLY 
ACCURATE PICTURE OF THE DESPERATION AND HOPELESSNESS CURRENTLY 
BEING EXPERIENCED BY MOST RESPONSIBLE, THOUGHTFUL LEBANESE. 
GODLEY 
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